Data Boxing Supplement:

RATINGS & ADJUSTMENTS...

by Julian E. Compton

D

ata Boxing fans request new and updated ratings for many more boxers than can be published. To satisfy the need to have more boxers and to make it possible to play with virtually any boxer, Data Boxing offers these procedures for estimating unrated boxers and adjusting boxers for the rise and fall in their careers.

ESTIMATING CURRENT BOXERS

Data Boxing is based on the data of the history of boxing. Boxers of the past who are rated for Date Boxing have accumulated sufficient data to allow for a properly rated peak card. Current boxers may fluctuate up or down from their current ratings and their peak may not be clear for years. When current rated boxer's decline in ability they may be altered according to the items listed in Factors for Experimentation, No.1. Rated current boxers and unrated new boxers often advance so quickly that no properly rated card is available for them. Here are some tips for rating and adjusting ever-changing current boxers. These are estimates designed for fan's use and are not used in the game ratings, which use data and no estimates.

1.
Points Scoring Ability

A.
82 or 85 points - Do not assign these.

B.
B79,CB-Great points scorers; do not assign unless an Ali  appears overnight.

C.
C75,CC - An average champ in most divisions, who is primarily a points scorer rather than a slugger, and who has held the title for about a year. A division may have none to three of these, depending on the talent, but usually it is limited to champs, ex-champs or an established contender who is likely to win the title.

D. C72,CC -Average top five boxers most divisions.

E.
C-69,CC - Boxers below the top five in most divisions.

F.
D66,CC - Very limited boxers, clumsy heavyweights.

2.
TKO Rating

A.
Rate all boxers between 30 and

36.

B.
Give all boxers who have been TKO-ed occasionally, a secondary rating twice the number of the round of the usual TKO. A TKO loss in round six would yield an estimated TKO Rating of

30(12).

3.
Power Blow & Power Blow Resistance Ratings.

The ratings on no. 3-18 cannot be estimated. They require a great amount of data. Use the average cards until the data is available.

ADJUSTING BOXERS FOR PARTI​CULAR BOUTS

Each individual bout has a uniqueness all its own, which can be discovered if analysed carefully. When two boxers meet in a ring, additional factors beyond the abilities of the boxers, often play a part in determining who is the winner. Where the bout is held may offer hometown-scoring advantages. The type of scoring system, handling of the referee and particular biases of the judges also come into play in decisions. All of these factors can be adjusted for as explained in FACTORS FOR EXPERIMENTATION, No.7.

In addition to these external factors various other factors related to the physical and/or mental condition of each boxer can greatly affect the outcome of a particular bout. The results of these other factors for adjusting a boxer are described under the Out of Shape and Power Points Matchup Adjustments in the game.

As a boxer who declines in ability may be adjusted by lowering his offensive or more rarely defensive power rating, so a boxer who advances may be adjusted by raising his offensive or defensive power rating.

A tentative list of factors, which can be used to adjust boxers, would include the following.  Each factor allows one possible adjustment on either of the boxers, but usually not on both. More than one adjustment is possible for each bout.

1.
Adjustment Factors

A. Reduced  Efficiency  (Out  of Shape). In addition to the conditions listed under Factors for Experi​mentation, consider also that boxers who box at irregular intervals, are inactive, or whose weight varies greatly from bout to bout are candidates for this adjustment. (-)

B. Improved Efficiency. Boxers who are very active (who box monthly), who have improved their physical or mental equipment either by corrective surgery, intensive training, or by new management, or who are making an

inspired return to the ring after a layoff, as well as boxers who are boxing before a hometown crowd all may benefit from this adjustment.(+)

C.
Experience. Sometimes experi​ence appears to be the only reason why one boxer defeats another. This is particularly true in title bouts. As experience can lead to an improved adjustment, conversely, inexperience can produce a reduced adjustment. Boxers can be inexperienced at facing southpaws, or particular strategies. They may find strange locations, the limelight or new found riches more than their inexperience can handle and be adjusted down for them. )+ or -)

D.
Strategy Advantage. A boxer with great versatility can change his strategy  and  gain  an  adjustment advantage in almost any matchup. However, most boxers use only one method and the following formula may be  helpful  in  determining which strategy gains an advantage among these  less versatile boxers. (Counterpunchers over Boxers over Sluggers over Counterpunchers.) A pure Boxer may gain an advantage over a Slugger but lose it to an Counter-puncher, etc. (+)

E.
Championship Rematches. Championship matches have. a history all they're own, that are not easily analysed. However a general trend that emerges in most of the weight divisions is that, if a boxer wins a title from a champion and they meet in a rematch, the new champion will repeat his win and it will be by a much larger margin. An adjustment can be made for such rematches oh either or both boxers. (+ or

2.
Adjustment Summary

A.
In any particular bout, one or both boxers may be subject to one or more adjustments up or down before the bout begins.

B.
ADJUSTMENTS UPWARD

B.
Adjustments upward should be limited  to  one for either boxer; adjustments downward  would be limited to two for either boxer. The total adjustments for the two boxers should probably not exceed two.

C.
When using the dice method each adjustment appears to be equal to a six-point difference on a boxer's card, as explained on the Power Points

Adjustment Chart on the Gameboard. The Rounds Card Method indicates that each adjustment is closer to a 3-point adjustment. Observe the adjustment changes appropriate to the method you are using.

D. In playing out future bouts, in which the conditions are not known before the bout, try to anticipate all the possibilities. For example consider the three different ratings possible for two boxers.


Boxer A
Boxer B

1. Normal
C75/36 CC
C72/33 CC

2. Reduced
C75/30 DC
C72/30 DC

3. Advanced
C75/36 BC
C72/33 BC

The 3 different possible ratings for each boxer can

be used in up to nine different combinations to play out the possible matchups for a particular bout.

E. Adjustments to boxers apply primarily to points scoring ability, and can be used in any weight division. However among powerful heavyweights these adjustments cannot indicate the variety of possibilities that can occur in areas other than scoring ability.

3. Examples

A. Suppose a bout is coming up between two boxers currently rated by some boxing magazine as below the top five of a division. If no cards are available for them, assign them each C-69/30 CC Ratings. Suppose one is fighting at home (+), but is often up and down in his weight (-). Suppose the other boxer is fighting under new management (+). The first boxer would remain the same; the second would be adjusted up one level on his offensive power rating (69+ with Rounds Cards, or a change on No.16 from 2 to 3, if using dice). However if you decide the first boxer will be in shape, then eliminate his negative adjustment and they both will have the same rating of adjustment up one level.

B. If a title rematch involves the champ rated C 75/36 CC, meeting the former champ rated C 72/33 CC. Assume the new champ is adjusted up (+) to C 75/36 BC and the former champ down (-) to C 72/30 DC. The new champ should have it easier in the rematch.

C. If you wish to play with unrated boxers from the past, use rated boxers from the game for comparison and estimate how they should be rated. No unrated boxer from the past should be rated higher than C 75/36 CC a C 72/30 CC for unrated former champs. Lesser ratings should be used for most others. Adjustments to these base ratings can be made for specific historical bouts.

DATA BOXING CORRECTIONS

1. Change the 1 at the Top Centre of the

Rounds Card it appears on, to an 11.

2. Change these page numbers in the

Instructions:
15 to 17; 16to18; 17to15; l8to

16.

